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EDITORIAL 


found a clear summing up of those 
practices which the Subscription Books 
Bulletin has been consistently battling 
since its first number in January, 1930. 
Mr. Chase lists “sixteen ways to make 
money,” in which he finds the causes of 
our failure in distribution. To quote 
him in part: “Grave abuses lurk in the 
means by which men acquire property 
and make money in Western Civiliza- 
tion. It may clarify our understanding 
if we enumerate, one by one, the major 
methods whereby men strive to grow 


ie A new deal by Stuart Chase, we 


rich, and note which of them really help 
the system to function, and which are 
primarily irritations of the tissue of a 
delicate and complicated organism.” We 
find in this list of sixteen, three methods 
intimately connected with the publishing 
of subscription books: “(4). The manu- 
facturing of a useless, adulterated or even 
vicious product and creating a demand 
for it by high-pressure selling and adver- 
tising. ... (5). Akin to the above 
and far more common, the creation of 
a demand for a product which, good in 
its modest way, deserves no such price 
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or no such use as advertising blasts out 
for it... . (16). Rushing blindly in 
to compete when excess capacity already 
threatens the industry. This is the last 
and quantitatively the worst item on our 
schedule. Business men have almost no 
knowledge today of the relation of ca- 
pacity to market demand. With touch- 
ing optimism, particularly when prices 
are relatively high, they feel that the 
new plant or organization which they 
are about to build is bound, due to their 
superior skill, to take business away from 
those already in the field, and to prove 
very profitable. Frequently their opti- 
mism is rewarded; sometimes a new 
process which they introduce is a useful 
technical improvement worthy of ex- 
ploitation, but by and large this con- 
tinuous avalanche of new capital into a 
territory already thickly settled results 
in overproduction, unemployment, pro- 
found maladjustment, and an appalling 
industrial death rate. For further infor- 
mation on this point, consult the secre- 
tary of any active trade association. 
Money is indeed made, but, in a closed 
market, an equal amount is lost, while 
the economic structure reels dizzily with 
repeated blows in a vital part.” 

To know that so keen a diagnostician 
considers such methods among the major 
causes of the present disturbance in our 
economic structure, is to remind us that 
this journal has always warned its read- 
ers against just these things: high- 
pressure selling and advertising, and ex- 
cess prices, and that we must always 
weigh critically the real value of a 
new publication coming into an already 
crowded market. When we discover a 
book that fills a need, we wish to welcome 








it and encourage its publishers, even 
though there may be grave faults in its 
construction. On the other hand, many 
publications representing fine scholar- 
ship and a careful editorial policy suffer 
in our reviews because, however good 
they are, they come into immediate com- 
petition with creditable publications 
that already adequately meet the de- 
mand. 

The publishing industry itself has been 
alert to the need of more intelligent plan- 
ning within and the Subscription Books 
Bulletin has had interesting and gratify- 
ing cooperation from the many publishers 
engaged in this branch of the business. 
Our readers will recall the “Co-operative 
measures which publishers might take to 
eliminate those things which educators 
and the general public might properly 
criticize or complain of,” which were 
published in our first number, January, 
1930. This has been followed by a long 
and friendly debate between librarians 
and publishers, until we now have formu- 
lated the following Code, which repre- 
sents the expression of our effort at 
practical idealism within an industry. 
Its formulation has helped us to mutual 
understanding and friendship. We have 
been encouraged by the great interest 
shown in it by publishers and by the 
splendid cooperation of the Federal 
Trade Commission and the courts. The 
latter have supplied us with fine pre- 
cedents upholding the rights of the pur- 
chaser against misrepresentation and even 
against the supplying of misinformation. 
The following articles are acceptable to 
the Subscription Books Committee and 
to the National Association of Book Pub- 
lishers. ‘They have recently been pub- 
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lished in the Library Journal and in the 
Publishers’ W eekly, and their appearance 
here is the culmination of a three-years’ 
effort toward mutual clarity of vision, 
understanding, and, to use a phrase of the 
moment, an intelligent planning by the 
industry and those who support it. This 
result is unique and has a national signif- 
icance just now, because it represents, 
to our knowledge, the only efort of pro- 
ducer and consumer to meet in confer- 
ence in order to work out policies ad- 
vantageous to both. 


A Cope oF PRACTICE FOR THE PuB- 
LISHING AND SALE OF SUBSCRIPTION 
Books 


I. RESOLVED, That we recom- 
mend that the list of editors or collabo- 
rators of a work should include only those 
who have undertaken a responsibility for 
the work as a whole, or for some im- 
portant part of the work; and that per- 
sons who have made only a slight 
contribution should not be listed as 
editors and collaborators; and we com- 
mend those publishers who utilize the 
work of first-class authorities and sound 
scholars ; 

II. That the same, or essentially the 
same, set of books should not be sold 
simultaneously under different titles; 
that books should never be sold under a 
title that will mislead as to contents, or 
under a title which tends to confusion 
with some previously published work; 

III. That we recommend that 
changes of title should be indicated ; and 
that, when the title of a work has been 
changed, the former title should be stated 
clearly, either on the title-page or in the 
preface ; 


IV. That the inclusion of good, well- 
selected and up-to-date bibliographies, of 
helpful and attractive illustrations, of 
good maps and well-made indexing de- 
vices in publications meant for library 
and reference use is commended ; 

V. That we recommend a good, com- 
prehensive and analytical index in all 
publications meant for reference or li- 
brary use, excepting such publications in 
encyclopedic form as have an adequate 
system of cross reference to serve as an 
index; and we maintain that a table of 
contents cannot take the place of a good 
index; 

VI. That scholarship and consistent 
and careful editing are commended ; 

VII. That we recommend in case of 
a publication claiming revision no such 
claim should be made except in cases 
where sound and conclusive evidence is 
given that sufficient changes have been 
made to bring the work up to date; 

VIII. That we condemn the practice 
of issuing an edition of a publication in an 
expensive format—as, for instance, a 
“Founders’ Edition”—and selling this 
upon the claim that there will be no other 
“edition” ; when, in reality, one, or sev- 
eral, other “editions” in varying format 
and for more reasonable prices will be 
issued ; 

IX. That we recommend that the 
history of a publication, that is, the dates 
of the first and all succeeding editions, 
as well as any and all previous titles 
under which the work may have been 
published be stated on the title-page or 
below the copyright notice. Also, where 
a work has been based largely on one or 
two other sets that fact should be indi- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Blue book of aviation; a biographical 
history of American aviation, 1932 
edition, being a record of the life 
achievements of the pioneers of me- 
chanical flight, World war flyers, 
noted men and women pilots, aero- 
nautical executives and engineers of 
the present day; ed. by Roland W. 
Hoagland; revised and approved by 
world famous aviators, eminent his- 
torians and aeronautical authorities. 
lv. 208 W. 8th St., Los Angeles, 
Hoagland co., c1932. 292p.  Li- 
brary ed., $15; price to libraries; 
$12.65. 

The most important part of this book 
is the section of biographical sketches 
commented upon below. Useful minor 
features are a list of U. S. Army air serv- 
ice victories, a list of World war aces of 
various nations, a chronological index to 
aviation events noticed in the biograph- 
ical sketches, and a glossary of aeronau- 
tical terms. There are also slight sketches 
of the history of aviation and of Ameri- 
can aviation in the World war. The 
work ends with an index to the biographi- 
cal articles, which includes two or three 
word characterizations of each name. 

The range of the biographical section 
is rather loosely indicated by the title. 
Names of deceased as well as living per- 
sons are included. The term “Ameri- 
can’”’ refers to the United States, although 
a very few Canadians are mentioned, to- 
gether with occasional Europeans, in- 
cluding Amundsen and Count Zeppelin. 
The list is by no means limited to those 
who have played a conspicuous part in 


aviation but takes in many non-notables 
whose chief claim to distinction in a 
number of cases appears to lie in the 
ownership of a plane and a willingness 
to endure the inconveniences of publicity. 
Yet such inclusiveness will not be criti- 
cized harshly by reference librarians who 
must frequently skirmish for information 
on obscure individuals. 

More serious than questionable inclu- 
sions, which might be a matter of opin- 
ion, is the omission of many noted names. 
The publishers disclaim absolute com- 
pleteness and explain that in certain cases 
requested information was not received 
in time for inclusion. Yet the librarian 
will regret failure to find articles on such 
World war figures as David E. Putnam 
with ten victories to his credit, Victor 
Chapman, K. H. Rockwell, and Quentin 
Roosevelt. Information is available about 
these men with a reasonable amount of 
digging in a good library. Among nu- 
merous other omissions noted are H. N. 
Atwood; C. B. D. Collyer and Harry 
Tucker who made a record breaking 
transcontinental flight; Commander 
Lansdowne of the Shenandoah; J. A. D. 
MacCurdy, the first aviator to receive 
and transmit wireless messages from a 
plane in flight; and Charles M. Manly, 
pioneer engine designer. Little space is 
given to persons connected with lighter- 
than-air aeronautics. 

Sketches range in length from fifteen 
or twenty lines for less known individ- 
uals to 129 (a double column quarto 
page) for Frank Luke, war aviator. 
Many of them are accompanied by head 
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portraits. Information is of the Who’s 
who variety, somewhat expanded, and 
includes the text of citations for dis- 
tinguished service in the case of numer- 
ous military flyers—a distinctly useful 
feature. 

Some information seems inconsequen- 
tial or irrelevant, for example, the fact 
that someone’s great-great-grandfather 
was held captive four years by the 
Indians or wrote the Star Spangled 
Banner. One could also perhaps forego 
the news that Miss Blank received her 
first flying lesson on a certain date and 
soloed three weeks later. 

Much room is given to chronicling 
business and other non-aviation activities. 
One feels that the space given to indi- 
viduals is not always proportioned to 
their real importance to aviation and that 
information frequently savors of personal 
or commercial publicity. 

The arrangement of the sketches fol- 
lows no order of any kind, so that the 
index must always be employed. This 
hampers the use of the book for quick 
reference, and it is hoped that the pub- 
lisher in another edition will adopt the 
much more convenient alphabetical ar- 
rangement usual in works of this type. 

The list of United States aviators of 
the World war credited with one or more 
victories, and of foreign World war aces 
credited with five or more victories 
should be helpful. Countries repre- 
sented besides the United States are 
Australia, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Hungary and Italy. No list of British 
aces appears, out of deference to a re- 
quest of the English government. 

The Chronological Index to Historical 
Aviation Events Recorded in This 


Volume refers the reader to the sketch 
in which the event is described and is 
definitely helpful. 

The thirteen-page Glossary of Terms 
Used in Aeronautics is based on “No- 
menclature for Aeronautics” adopted by 
the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics in 1926. 

The text is attractively printed in 
double column on enamel paper in clear 
type. The binding is of blue cloth, and 
is reasonably substantial. 

The list price, fifteen dollars, is high 
for the type and amount of information 
offered, when compared with prices asked 
for similar publications. 

Altogether, as a biographical refer- 
ence work in its field, the Blue book of 
aviation serves a useful purpose within 
the limitations pointed out and is 
recommended for large and medium 
sized public libraries. 

Doubleday’s encyclopedia; annual 
supplement, 1932. Garden City, 
N. Y., Doubleday, Doran & co. 
1932. $1. 

In our review of Doubleday’s encyclo- 
pedia (April, 1931), we stated that the 
publishers would make known their plan 
later for keeping material up to date. 
There has just been issued an annual 
supplement of 121 pages, paper bound, 
and punched to fit a binder which 
matches the set. This will be free to 
the original private subscribers whose 
contracts call for ten years supplemental 
service. To libraries and schools and to 
all subscribers from now on, the encyclo- 
pedia alone is offered at a definite price, 
and $1.00 a year is to be charged for the 
supplement. This is in line with the 
recommendation of this Committee to 
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subscription book publishers. A binder 
holding five issues costs $2.50. 

This supplement contains articles on 
people of the year, such as Krueger, Lip- 
ton and Morrow; particular events of 
the year such as the Lame Duck Amend- 
ment, the St. Lawrence Waterway, the 
Yellow Dog Contract, Nobel Prizes; 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre and the 
New Folger and Furness Shakespeare 
Memorial Libraries; and current de- 
velopments of the year under such head- 
ings as Aeronautics, Disarmament, Lit- 
erature, Science, and the names of 
various countries. 

Most of the larger articles, some of 
which are signed, are treated topically 
and have bibliographies. The supple- 
ment is printed uniform with the en- 
cyclopedia and is illustrated with half 
tones. While a few omissions are noted, 
the editorial work as a whole is very well 
done. A fairly complete picture of the 
happenings of the year 1931, and 1932 
through June, is given. 

Recommended. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

Chinese art; (Britannica Booklet No. 
1). A brief survey of the various arts 
and their periods in China. New York, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., c1929, 
1930, 1932. $2.50, less 25% discount 
to libraries and schools. 

Painting; (Britannica Booklet No. 
2). An aid to the fuller appreciation of 
fine paintings and a description of the 
various techniques for the layman, stu- 
dent and artist. New York, Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, inc., c1929, 1930, 
1932. $2.50, less 25% discount to li- 
braries and schools. 

The Encyclopaedia Britannica is pub- 





lishing a series of books made up of ma- 
terial from the 14th edition of the ency- 
clopedia. Four volumes, Chinese art; 
Painting; Mammals and birds; and 
Graphic arts, have been issued and the 
following titles have been announced for 
publication by the end of February: 
Botany (practical); Gardening; Earth, 
sea, and sky; Fishes, reptiles, and insects; 
Theatre; Japanese art; and Botany 
(the science). 

Chinese art contains the articles on 
periods of art and those concerning 
Chinese work in textiles and embroid- 
eries; aesthetic development; architec- 
ture; painting, wood carving; sculpture, 
screens; theatre; pottery and porcelain; 
jewelry; enamel; jade and other hard 
stone carving; iron in art; ivory carv- 
ing; lacquer; bronze and brass orna- 
mental work. 

The text comprises 57 pages identical 
with those of the encyclopedia. Allow- 
ing 1500 words per page and includ- 
ing 12 color plates, 50 plates in half 
tone, and 5 pages of tables, this is the 
equivalent of an ordinary octavo book 
of 300 pages. 

The volume on painting is limited in 
scope to the technical and theoretical 
aspects of painting and contains a pref- 
ace and the following articles: 3 each 
on art and painting; 2 each on landscape 
painting, miniature painting, portrait 
painting and pastel; and one each on 
technique of art, genre, still life, aqua- 
tint, pencil drawing, mural painting, 
flower painting, technique of oil paint- 
ing, easel, water-color painting, tempera, 
restoration of paintings, and detection of 
fraud in paintings. There are 82 pages 
of text, which, with the 19 color plates 
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and 49 plates in black and white, repre- 

sent the equivalent of a 396-page book. 

These volumes, each 834x11% inches, 
and a little less than % inch in thick- 
ness, are tastefully and solidly bound in 
cloth. The colors, yellow and light blue, 
are rather delicate for library use. In 
each volume, the table of contents fur- 
nishes the only index. 

The series has several advantages for 
libraries, schools and museums. Spe- 
cialized material may be circulated 
freely; duplicate copies may be bought 
for branches, special libraries and collec- 
tions, and classified with similar ma- 
terial; also the volumes of the encyclo- 
pedia itself may be protected to some 
extent from undue use and mutilation. 
The articles reprinted are by recognized 
authorities and are of permanent value. 
They are not condensed, but are taken 
in full from the encyclopedia, as are the 
illustrations and bibliographies, the latter 
being especially useful. The price of 
most of the volumes is $2.50. Three, 
which are to be issued at $3.00 to $3.75, 
presumably contain more material. 
These prices are very reasonable, espe- 
cially when one considers the wealth of 
illustrations. 

Recommended. 

Golden health library, ed. by Sir W. 
Arbuthnot Lane. 5v. Sold in Can- 
ada by British Books, Ltd., 70 Bond 
Street, Toronto, or 413 Granville 
Street, Vancouver, B.C., n.d. Cloth, 
$32.50; leather, $45. 

This publication is a practical treatise 
on the various phases of our existence 
which are instrumental in producing sick- 
ness or health. The biological founda- 
tions of health are described, together 


with such details of the anatomy, physi- 
ology and pathology of the human or- 
ganism as are necessary to our under- 
standing of the basic conditions of health. 
Such headings as Foundations of health, 
Mother and child, Sex and health, The 
human machine, Infectious fevers, The 
mind, Care of the invalid, First aid in 
emergencies, Health value of certain 
foods, Health in industry, Woman and 
her health, and Medicines in common 
use, are an indication of the general 
tenor of the work. It is a compilation 
of many writers, gathered together with 
a marked unity of outlook throughout, 
the whole emphasis of the work being 
upon preventive medicine. 

The name of the editor, Sir William 
Arbuthnot Lane, Bart., C.B., M.S., 
F.R.C.S., author of numerous papers on 
surgery and anatomy, is in itself reassur- 
ing. He is consulting surgeon to Guy’s 
hospital and to the Great Ormund Street 
hospital for children, and is president of 
the New Health Society. He has associ- 
ated with himself in the compilation of 
this work a number of outstanding spe- 
cialists from all parts of the world, each 
contributing in his own particular field. 
C. W. Saleeby, founder ‘and chairman 
of the Sunlight league, writes on sunlight 
and health, D. D. Cottington-Taylor, 
director of the Good Housekeeping in- 
stitute, discusses hygiene of the home. 
The Marchioness of Aberdeen and Te- 
mair, president of the International 
Council of Women, describes the or- 
ganization of public health services. 
MacPherson Lawrie, clinical assistant 
physician at St. Luke’s hospital for 
mental and nervous diseases, treats in 
full the nervous system and its diseases. 
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J. Arthur Thomson, Regius professor of 

natural history at Aberdeen university, 

contributes several articles on the bio- 

logical aspects of health. Mabel Lid- 

diard, matron, Mothercraft training so- 

ciety, contributes a series of articles on 
care of the baby. Many more special- 
ists add their contributions. 

The style and treatment are popular, 
simple and convincing, but the work 
does not lack authenticity or dignity. 

The dark blue cloth binding and fairly 
heavy paper will withstand a reasonable 
The 11 point type 
makes reading straightforward and ef- 
fortless. There is a comprehensive in- 
dex in the last volume. All volumes 
are paged continuously. The illustra- 
tions are numerous and effective. Be- 
sides the usual anatomical drawings there 
are innumerable photographs, reproduc- 
tions of famous works of art, and many 
colored plates. Anatomical drawings 
always, raise the question in some li- 
braries as to whether they should be 
restricted or safeguarded to prevent 
mutilation. 

The British origin of the work will 
limit its use in the United States; Cana- 
dian libraries will find it more satis- 
factory. Good textbooks of physiology 
and hygiene costing very little can meet 
the demand in many libraries; and yet, 
for the library that can afford the high 
price, this set is a usable reference book, 
presenting the facts of health and dis- 
ease in compact and easily digested form. 

Recommended. 

Indiana: one hundred and fifty years of 
American development, by Charles 
Roll; and Indiana biography (gratui- 
tously published) by special staff of 


amount of wear. 


writers. 5v. 180 N. Wacker Drive, 

Chicago, Lewis publishing co., 1931. 

Library ed. $37.50; de luxe ed., $50; 

50% discount to libraries on remain- 

ders. 

This is another state history con- 
structed on the plan of the Narrative 
history of the people of Iowa, reviewed 
in April,-1932. Two volumes deal with 
the history of the state and three, follow- 
ing the time-honored practice of such en- 
terprises, are devoted to biographies, the 
index to the entire set being placed at 
the front of volume one. 

The work may best be compared with 
Indiana and Indianans, by Jacob Piatt 
Dunn (American Historical Society, 
1919) which follows a similar arrange- 
ment and plan. The work by Dunn, 
more readable in style, is less compre- 
hensive, covering the history of the state 
but briefly between 1900 and 1917. 
Roll’s work furnishes up-to-date in- 
formation on many features of the state’s 
activities, devoting about five pages to 
politics since the World war, and mak- 


ing brief mention of many recent devel- 


opments, such as the mound-builder 
survey of 1928 and 1929, the plans for a 
new state library building and the erec- 
tion of the World War Memorial. 
Dunn’s work emphasizes social and in- 
tellectual movements considerably more 
than Roll’s. 
documented, though no list of author- 
ities is given. Footnotes refer to a wide 
range of sources, including copious use 
of local newspapers. 

The basis for selection of persons 
whose biographies appear in the last 
three volumes is impossible to determine. 
The selection is not limited to living 


The present work is well 
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persons, yet there are no sketches of 
many important people who are de- 
ceased. The volumes are crowded with 
names of individuals who can be of no 
interest outside their own communities. 
A comparison of the list of biographies 
with sections of the Indiana list in Who’s 
who in America, 1930-1931, raised many 
questions. Out of fifty-two citizens of 
Bloomington (location of the state uni- * 
versity) who are included in Who’s who, 
only three are included in the Roll bi- 
ographies; out of one hundred sixty- 
eight Indianapolis citizens in Who’s who 
only twenty-five are in Roll. One promi- 
nent architect is included, but others 
equally well-known are omitted ; at least 
two artists of local prominence are in- 
cluded, but no mention is made of others 
who have achieved national recognition, 
nor of many others who are well-known 
locally. The selection of names of au- 
thors is equally erratic. A peculiar fea- 
ture of the biography volumes is the 
inclusion of names of libraries with brief 
descriptive sketches. Sketches of many of 
the smaller libraries of the state are in- 
cluded, but none of the Indianapolis Pub- 
lic Library nor of the Indiana State 
Library, the largest libraries in the state. 
The index must be used for consultation 
of the biography volumes, as the entries 
are not arranged alphabetically. 

The volumes in the library edition 
(the only one examined) are well-bound, 
clearly printed, and the selection and re- 
production of the illustrations make a 
distinct contribution to the work. The 
index shows some inconsistencies (e. g., 
seven references under Indiana Univer- 
sity and one reference under State Uni- 
versity) and some puzzling omissions, 


but on the whole it is logical and useful. 
For libraries which must consider 

every important addition to a field in 

which Dunn, Esarey and Levering are 
already well-known, and for those to 
whom the present price is not prohibitive, 

the work is recommended despite its im- 

perfections. 

National encyclopedia; editor-in-chief, 
Henry Suzzallo; editor-director, W. 
W. Beardsley. 10v. New York, P. 
F. Collier and son co., c1932 illus. pl. 
maps. $68 for set and ten-year revi- 
sion service. 

This is an entirely new work and not 

a revision of Collier’s new encyclopedia, 

c1921-28. In physical appearance also, 

it has no connection with the latter. The 

National encyclopedia is well printed on 

good coated stock, in two columns, pre- 

senting a dignified and easily read page. 

The illustrations, including drawings in 

the text and full-page photographs on 

plate paper, are well selected. + 
There are one hundred and two 

double-page and up-to-date maps of con- 

tinents and major island groups, coun- 
tries, and states, and many small maps 
in the text. There is a_ three-page 

“Index of Maps and Geographical 

Regions.” ‘This lists four hundred and 

five places, but is confusing because there 

are not maps for all places indexed. In 
the first sets bound, the maps of Asia 
and Africa, and five other maps, were 
placed facing the wrong pages. The 
error was caught, the publishers inform 
us, and maps appear in the proper posi- 
tion in all subsequent sets. 

/. The fifty-one colored plates, includ- 
ing natural history subjects and a few 
mediocre reproductions of works of art, 
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add little to the value of the encyclopedia 
though they do enhance its attractiveness. 

Important articles are signed. ‘The 
list of departmental editors and con- 
tributors includes distinguished names, 
and indicates which articles have been 
written by the various contributors. ' 

A comparison with Doubleday’s en- 
cyclopedia shows, as to volume, the fol- 
lowing differences under “Pa”: National 
encyclopedia, four hundred and eighteen 
entries, including twenty-six  cross- 
references, on eighty-seven pages; 
Doubleday’s, three hundred and ninety- 
seven entries, including six  cross- 
references, on seventy-one pages; Britan- 
nica, five hundred and eighty-six entries 
on four hundred and eleven pages; 
Americana, one thousand entries on 
three hundred and forty-nine pages; 
and New international, one thou- 
sand, two hundred and _ ninety-five 
articles on three hundred and forty-nine 
pages. Comparison is not made with 
the World book or Compton's pictured 
encyclopedia, although the size and prices 
are similar, because this encyclopedia is 
for adults, while those show at once the 
difference in plan as adapted for school 
work. 

‘. The National encyclopedia cannot be 
compared, of course, in size and fullness 
of treatment, with the Britannica, 
Americana, and New international. We 
give the figures above so that librarians 
desiring to purchase this encyclopedia 
can weigh its price, sixty-eight dol- 
lars, against the prices at which the Bri- 
tannica, for instance, has been advertised. 
When one considers the greater volume 
of information in the larger encyclo- 
pedias, one realizes that $68.00 is a high 


price for these volumes./ The set was 
offered to at least one fibrary for $36, 
when the title page of the older 
Collier’s encyclopedia was given in ex- 
change. At least two other libraries re- 
port that it has been offered them “free” 
in exchange for a testimonial letter, but 
in each case there was to be a service 
charge of $6.80 a year for the loose-leaf 
extension covering ten years. We have 
also heard of a sales campaign in one city 
in which prospects were told that the 
price would soon be raised to over one 
hundred dollars for the work with the 
ten-year extension service. Another prac- 
tice reported is of a combination offer 
with the volumes of the Harvard classics. 
As we have found in the case of many 
other publications, the editorial policy 
issuperior to the selling policy. 

“* The encyclopedia is planned to give 
many specific entries, rather than long 
monographs on general subjects. Main 
topics include only essential facts while 
the details of the subject are given under 
the specific entry, with an adequate sys- 
tem of cross-references’ This plan brings 
it into immediate “comparison with 
Doubleday’s encyclopedia, which is edited 
along these general lines and which so 
nearly equals the National encyclopedia 
in size and price. 

A closer comparison, in the articles 
under “Pa,” of these two encyclopedias 
reveals the following: In the National, 
of the four hundred and eighteen entries, 
there are twenty-six cross-references and 
fifty-eight articles containing references 
to other subjects. In Doubleday’s, of 
the three hundred and ninety-seven en- 
tries, there are eight cross-references and 
one hundred and sixty-two articles giv- 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 
















vas 
36, 


der 


re- 
ee” 
but 
rice 
eaf 
ave 
city 
the 
one 
the 
rac- 
ffer 
ics. 
any 
licy 


rive 
ong 
ain 
hile 
der 
sys- 
ngs 
vith 
ited 
| $0 


dia 


cles 
dias 
nal, 
ries, 
and 
1ces 


_ of 


and 
giv- 











January, 1933 11 





ing references to other subjects. We 
find forty bibliographies in the National, 
and forty-five in Doubleday’s. The bib- 
liographies in the National are well se- 
lected, including usually two or three 


late and authoritative books, but in some — 


cases only older and less usable books 
are listed. 

As to illustrations, we find in the 
National encyclopedia, in the “Pa” sec- 
tion, forty illustrations and diagrams, in- 
cluding twelve full-page plates and four 
maps. Doubleday’s has sixty-eight illus- 
trations, including four full-page plates 
and four maps. 

It is more difficult to compare the 
choice of subjects included and the accu- 
racy of the information.: In general, the 
National is strong in geographical head- 
ings, social subjects, and short technical 
and scientific definitions. The articles 
are well written and interesting, and in- 
clude well-selected and significant facts. 
There is a notable emphasis upon socially 
significant subjects." A comparison with 
Doubleday’s encyclopedia leads us to the 
conclusion that Doubleday’s includes 
more archeological and historical en- 
tries, and more entries under literary 
subjects. It also includes more critical 
evaluations of music and literature. The 
National is stronger in its scientific 
articles (see Paleobotany and Paleon- 
tology). We find the following important 
entries in Doubleday’s which cannot 
be found in the National : Pachydermata; 
Pacific cable; Pan-American exposition ; 
pagoda; Panhandle; Pantagruel; Palat- 
inate; Passion play; Pavlova, Anna. 
In the National encyclopedia, we find 
a comparable number of entries which 
cannot be found in Doubleday’s, includ- 


ing the following: Pacifism; Paiute; 
Pan-Americanism ; panoramic sight; pa- 
prika; pari-mutuel; Parnell, Thomas; 
pattern making; and Paulists. 

, To the reviewer there seemed too 
many careless little mistakes or state- 
ments that need qualification or explana- 
tion.: For example, one unacquainted 
with’the country might get a wrong im- 
pression from the statement that the 
Thompson river flows into the Pacific, 
instead of into the Fraser, which flows 
into the Pacific. In view of the uncer- 
tainty that has always existed about the 
origin of the name Oregon, one feels 
that the definite statement that it orig- 
inates with Rogers should be somewhat 
modified, even though his is probably the 
first use of it. Mt. McLoughlin still 
appears as Mt. Pitt, although the resto- 
ration of the name McLoughlin was au- 
thorized by the U. S. Geographic Board 
in 1912 and it has so appeared in nearly 
all atlases for a number of years. The 
article on Oregon City says that the 
first two newspapers west of the Rocky 
Mountains were published in that town. 
The first one, the Spectator, was pub- 
lished there in 1846 but all accounts 
found give the second on the Coast as 
the Alta Californian, six months and 
ten days later. The article on the 
Chinook Indians says that the rem- 
nants of the tribes are on the Warm 
Springs, Yakima and Grand Ronde 
reservations in Washington. ‘The only 
Warm Springs and Grand Ronde reser- 
vations are in Oregon, and Grand Ronde 
has not been an agency since 1925. The 
article on the Columbia Highway speaks 
of Mt. Helena as visible in certain places. 
Mt. St. Helens was named by Vancouver 
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and never has been called Helena. 

» Some of the articles seemed rather in- 

definite or vague. For example, one gets 

more definite and usable information 
about the recently discovered planet 

Pluto in a shorter article in the 4 mer- 

icana than in the longer article in the 

National. + 
There are admittedly many slight and 

careless inaccuracies, but this number 

could doubtless be matched in . other 
standard encyclopedias. 

/, To sum up, the National encyclo- 

pedia cannot be recommended for first 

purchase in school or library because 
it is outranked by other up-to-date en- 
cyclopedias now on the marketiy It will 
be a useful adjunct to a large reference 
collection, however, particularly if 
it can be secured at the exchange price 
mentioned, It is usable and interesting 
and up-to-date and contains new mate- 
rial, presented in a fresh and original 
manner. It is suitable for adult home 
use or for students of secondary schools. 

Its typography and illustrations aré 

superior to Doubleday’s, but only experi- 

ence will show which has the more use- 
ful choice of subject headings for library 
purposes. 

New century dictionary of the Eng- 
lish language, based on matter se- 
lected from the original Century 
dictionary and entirely rewritten, with 
the addition of a great amount of new 
material, and containing the great 
mass of words in ordinary use. 
12,000 quotations, 4,000 pictorial illus- 
trations. Ed. by H. G. Emery and 
K. G. Brewster; with supplements of 

and antonyms, foreign 

words and phrases, biographical names, 


synonyms 


geographical names, etc. 2v. illus. 

col. pl. Century co. 1927, 1929, 

1931. $9. 

A note to the two-volume edition says: 
“Tn this edition of the New Century Dic- 
tionary there are incorporated a number 
of minor corrections and alterations, and 
of additions of various kinds intended 
to keep the work abreast of the times. 
Otherwise the material is the same, with- 
out abridgement, as that in the three- 
volume edition in which the work first 
appeared.” Miss Mudge in the Guide 
to reference books comments on the 
original three-volume edition as follows: 
“Not a revision of the Century diction- 
ary, but a much smaller work including a 
smaller vocabulary selected from the 
Century with new definitions and a dif- 
ferent selection of illustrative quotations. 
It is not a substitute for the Century or 
for the large one-volume dictionaries 
such as Webster.” This characterization 
holds good also for this two-volume edi- 
tion. ‘The condensation is accomplished 
in a number of ways. Many words, par- 
ticularly scientific terms and unusual 
words, are left out. None of the encyclo- 
pedic features of the old Century are in- 
cluded and many of the combinations of 
words, as for example, under Clay, Clay 
process, Drawn clay, Long clay, etc. do 
not appear. On the other hand some 
new ones are included, of which Clay- 
eater is an example. Where words are 
given, some of the more unusual mean- 
ings are omitted and the definitions are 
in shorter forms. Adverbs, etc., formed 
from a main word are listed under that 
word without separate definition. ‘The 
principal derivations are listed, but not 
nearly so many equivalents in other lan- 
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guages. The title-page claims there are 
12,000 illustrative quotations, and the 
users of the old twelve-volume Century 
will be glad to know that so much of 
this excellent feature has been retained. 
A check on recent subjects like aviation 
indicated that the work had been brought 
well down to the date of the first publi- 
cation. Indeed the number of newer 
words and especially of proper names 
constitutes its chief value. However, as 
the introduction states, it would appear 
that changes since its publication in 1927 
have been minor, as a number of recent 
words in rather common use, like Auto- 
giro, Pluto (the recently discovered 
planet), Airport, Thyroxin, are not in- 
cluded. Several of the lists in the ap- 
pendix could be combined or included in 
the main alphabet to advantage. 

This dictionary is adequate in more 
recent scientific and technical terms and 
can be depended upon for American 
usage. Although it should not be con- 
sidered instead of Webster’s new inter- 
national or the New standard dictionary, 
it is an excellent addition to the refer- 
ence department. It is a satisfactory 
dictionary for home use and the inclu- 
sion of the illustrative material from 
Modern writers makes it indispensable 
to libraries and schools. 

Recommended. 

A textbook on aviation...the cadet 
system of ground school training ; 
by Leslie Thorpe. 4v. Revised. San 
Francisco, Aviation press. 1930. 
Paper, $3 per vol.; cloth, $4.30 per 
vol. Minimum library discount, 
20%; for twelve or more volumes, 
334%. 

The following review should be read 


in connection with the review of Simpli- 
fied definitions and nomenclature for 
aeronautics published in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October, 1932. Lack 
of space prevented the publication of the 
two reviews in October, but since the 
Simplified definitions contains much 
material collected and reprinted from 
the Textbook on aviation, their pur- 
chase should be considered at the same 
time. 

The publisher informs us that sets may 
be obtained through the ordinary trade 
channels, but that to insure the discounts 
quoted, orders should be placed directly 
with them. 

Contents: v.1, Aerodynamics and 
theory of flight; v.2, Materials, con- 
struction of airplane, rigging, mainte- 
nance and inspection of airplane; air 
commerce regulations and traffic rules; 
v.3, Aircraft engines, starters, ignition, 
carburetion; v.4, Navigation, meteor- 
ology. 

Volume two has been revised and is 
dated 1932. Changes consist of the ad- 
dition of a considerable amount of new 
material, the replacement of reprints of 
U. S. Air commerce regulations and Air 
traffic rules by a set of questions and 
answers on these publications, and the 
omission of an index. 

This is a textbook which offers a 
ground course in aviation for the would- 
be pilot. The style is non-mathematical 
and semi-technical. Material is pre- 
sented chiefly in question-and-answer 
form, with many problems and lists of 
questions, definitions and extracts from 
government regulations. Illustrations 
are numerous and include graphs, dia- 
grams, maps, and a few photographs. 
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In form, the work is a loose-leaf quarto 
of about 456 leaves mimeographed on 
one side, so that it actually contains the 
equivalent of half that number of 
pages—a point to be considered in con- 
nection with the price. Volumes one, 
three and four are all supplied with 
indexes; volume two in the revised edi- 
tion has none. 

Altogether, the set gives the impres- 
sion of having been worked out con- 
scientiously by a pilot of practical ex- 
perience in connection perhaps with some 
special course, without having been 
verified by technical or editorial advisers. 

The head of instruction in aeronautics 
in a leading technical school, to whom 
the volumes were submitted, considers 
that, “on the whole, they are satisfactory 
for use in so-called ‘aviation schools’ 
where the emphasis is on training in 
practical subjects taken up in these vol- 
umes. ‘They would not be suitable in 
colleges or universities, however. Care- 
ful editing by a competent authority in 
each of the various subjects would im- 
prove them very considerably.” 

Many examples of spots whch badly 
need editing are found among the 
author’s definitions, which are reprinted 
in his Simplified definitions, reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, Oc- 
tober, 1932. The Air Traffic rules 
which are reprinted from Aeronautics 
Bulletin 15 of the Aeronautics Branch 
of the Department of Commerce and 
which constitute nearly one-half of vol- 
ume 2, need revising to make them con- 
form to important later amendments. 

It must be kept in mind that, al- 
though books are useful in an auxiliary 
way for the prospective flyer, no amount 


of book study, even with class lectures, 
will make a pilot. The great essential is 
actual flying experience under a com- 
petent instructor. Satisfactory home 
study is hard to imagine. ‘These remarks 
apply to any work purporting to offer 
practical instruction in flying, though 
they are not meant as an objection to the 
purchase of carefully prepared and well- 
presented “ground course” textbooks, es- 
pecially those with a reference value for 
readers other than student-pilots. 

The publisher writes that the present 
work in various editions has been sold 
extensively to “aviation operators” and 
to schools and clubs for re-sale to stu- 
dents. It should be useful for owner- 
ship by the aviator, or as a textbook for 
a course in practical aviation where it 
can be amplified and corrected by 
lecture and discussion. From a library 
standpoint, the loose-leaf quarto form, 
the close-set mimeographed text which 
is hard on the eyes, the need of care- 
ful general editing, the cost (even 
with a discount) in comparison with the 
actual amount of information offered, 
and the availability of reasonably equiv- 
alent and better presented material in 
other form are sufficient objections to 
purchase in the absence of insistent re- 
quests for this specific title. 

Not recommended. 

Twenty beautiful stories from 
Shakespeare: a home study course; 
being a choice collection from the 
world’s greatest classic writer William 
Shakespeare; retold by E. Nesbit 
(Bland) ; beautifully illustrated with 
many new color plates and fine pen 
drawings by Max Bihn; ed. and arr. 
by E. T. Roe. lv. 166 W. Washington 
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St., Chicago, D. E. Cunningham & 
co. cl926. Kraft leather, $4.50; 
cloth, $3.75. 

A book of stories from Shakespeare re- 
told for children from about eight to 
twelve years of age. In addition to the 
twenty stories, the book contains a brief 
life of Shakespeare, a pronouncing vo- 
cabulary of names, and a classified list of 
quotations from Shakespeare, usually one 
quotation to a subject. Accompanying 
the book is a “Twenty hour course of 
study” outlined by the National Junior 
Shakespeare Story Telling Club and pur- 
porting to be the equivalent of one-third 
of one semester’s work in any accredited 
school. We can find no record that this 
“National Club” exists outside the 
organization of this firm. A dramatized 
form of Midsummer night’s dream, 
written for children, is also sent with the 
work as a suggestion for presentation at 
the end of the course. 

Quoting from a letter from the pub- 
lishers: ‘This book is sold through 
qualified teachers who act as Organizers 
for our National Junior Shakespeare 
Story Telling Club; they form local 
branches consisting of children of the 
grade school age. One club is usually 
formed for each grade from the third to 
the eighth. Each club meets one hour a 
week after school or on Saturday; helps 
in expression, elocution and dramatics 
are woven into the workings of the 
clubs . . . As an award of merit, the 
children are given diplomas similar to 
the blank enclosed on completion of the 
prescribed course.” 

In make-up the volume resembles chil- 
dren’s books of half a century ago. 
Each page is outlined with a lavender 


block border, printed from badly worn 
plates. The drawings are crude and have 
the objectionable feature of presenting 
Shakespearian characters as children 
masquerading in grown-ups’ costumes. 
The eight color plates are garish and 
detract from the appearance of the book. 
The type is worn and often broken. 

The stories themselves are limited in 
literary merit and suffer by comparison 
with those of Charles and Mary Lamb 
or Mary Macleod. The rewritten ver- 
sion of Measure for measure has been 
called atrocious by one reviewer. The 
selections indicate an utter lack of 
knowledge of child psychology; for ex- 
ample, the inclusion of Hamlet and 
Measure for measure, which are most 
inappropriate for young children. The 
life of Shakespeare (unsigned) is marred 
by errors in English usage, and the intro- 
duction by E. T. Roe is of the florid 
style of writing more popular in the past 
than at present. The list of names in the 
vocabulary follows for the most part 
accepted usage, though there are a few 
puzzling departures, e.g., Lé-6-na’-té, 
Bas-sa’-ni-6, R6-der’-i-go. 

The Twenty hour course (mimeo- 
graphed) which accompanies the book is 
probably too brief to be of very great 
assistance. Supplementary to the course 
are helpful short lists of games, dances 
and Shakespearian customs. 

Because of its unattractive and an- 
tiquated format, and its inferiority to 
other books well known to children’s 
librarians, and because children getting 
their first knowledge of Shakespeare 
from this would be very apt to have an 
entirely wrong conception of literature, 
the book is not recommended. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
cated on the obverse or reverse side of 
title-page or in the preface ; 

X. That as to all books, the use of 
only the last date of copyright and the 
omitting of previous copyright dates is 
condemned; 

XI. That the marking up of the price 
of books and the use of the so-called 
“raised” contract be condemned; that 
representing that the price asked is below 
the usual price, or that the price will 
soon be increased, when such is not the 
fact, is also condemned ; 

XII. That we commend the estab- 
lishment of standard and advertised 
prices and the establishment of standard 
discounts ; 

XIII. That when research service is 
included in the original price of a publi- 
cation, the amount of the service should 
be clearly defined to the purchaser, and 
the service should be offered for a limited 
period only; and later service should be 
charged for at a given price and so ex- 
plained to the purchaser ; 

XIV. That when extension, revision 
or continuation service, including sup- 
plements either as volumes or loose-leaf 
sections, is offered, the contract made 
with the purchaser should state specifi- 
cally what the service is to be; that the 
price of the supplements and the price 
of the books which they are designed 
to keep up to date should each be 
clearly indicated; that, in case such sup- 
plementary service is sold to continue 
over a period of years, the supplements 
should actually be furnished as promised 
to such subscribers, whether coupons or 
other forms or requests are used or not; 

XV. That truthful presentation in 


advertising and salesmanship is com- 
mended; 

XVI. That the practice of represent- 
ing that a certain number of books have 
been set aside for advertising purposes, 
to be given free, when such is not the 
fact, is condemned ; and that the practice 
of representing that a certain number of 
selected persons in each community have 
been designated to secure a book or set 
of books or any form of service, free, 
when such is not the fact, is clearly mis- 
representation and is condemned; 

XVII. That the offering of mem- 
bership in societies, clubs and organiza- 
tions which, in fact, do not exist, in 
connection with the sale of books be 
condemned ; that a service devoted to the 
answering of inquiries be clearly and 
fully described and not misrepresented, 
and that in the course of such service 
there shall not be used the names of 
authors, editors or authorities who have 
no connection with the answering of such 
inquiries ; 

XVIII. That it is desirable that pub- 
lishers should be willing to replace at a 
fair price single volumes of sets whenever 
lost, mutilated, or stolen. 





UTHORITY is given to réprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the per- 
mission of the American Library As- 
sociation. No pronouncements madé 
in this Bulletin can be considered 
official pronouncements of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. Official 
pronouncements are made so only by 
formal vote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associa- 
tion. Obviously no such action has 
been secured or sought in matters per- 
taining to the evaluation of subscrip- 
tion books. No opinion expressed 
herein can therefore be cited as “an 
official éndorsement” of the American 
Library Association. 
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